
     MTRCS NEWS LETTER #37 
                   November, 2022 

 

 We will not have a club meeting in December since it is such a crowded month for 
family and work activities.  We will have a chili fly in on January 1 at the field to 
start the year off right.  Starts at 10:00.  Fly if you dare!  Come, eat, freeze, and cut 
the breeze with a flight.  Be a real man!   

Today was a special day for John Bryant as he got to view for 

the first time the completed "Cartoon Fokker DR-1 Triplane" 

as designed by Gordon Johnson. James Harkreader  built it 

for him and brought it to the indoor fly in they have on Mon-

days. 

Our club meeting is Monday, November 7, (since election day is on Tuesday) 6:30 

at the Smyrna Church of Christ, 112 Division St.. Bob Hope has agreed to bring us a 

new fighting Jet presentation that he has developed in slides and sound.  We will 

have grilled hamburgers, chips and cookies for a meal.  We will also elect officers 

for next year.  Bring any suggestions for event s next year. Come and join in on the 

fun. 

MONDAY MEETING!!  

Not Tuesday 

Here is John Forehand’s latest build, the Comet Sailplane from back in the 1940’s.  It is a work of art.  He has converted 

it to electric with a limited motor run (LMR) for SAM meet which comes around every month.  Silk covering going on 

with dope as I scribe this. 



For some time our web page has needed attention and brought up to date.  Chris Shumate, and fellow 
club member, approached me several weeks ago and motioned that he would be glad to redesign our 
web page and make it more user-friendly.  Since this is what Chris does for a living I was thrilled that he 
offered to do it for free.  It took awhile (it is work to do this) but  true to his word he has done it.  So, a big 
thank you goes to Chris for giving us one  of the best web pages out there.  Be sure and check it out and 
let him know how much you appreciate what he has done.  We have a great club!! 
 

Before I start – just a bit about me.  I’ve been a member 
of the club since the late 90’s, having done the newsletter 
briefly back then (when we actually mailed it to mem-
bers).  I’m an engineer and developer and am currently 
employed by a national healthcare company based here 
in Nashville called Premise Health.  Just wanted you to 
know that building websites isn’t just a hobby for me. 
  
I’ve built a new site based on the current version of 
WordPress using a modern theme.    
 
Some key points: 
1. Modern design – easy to navigate. 
2. Secured with a certificate – https instead of http – a 
modern requirement for a web site with a form. 
3. Mobile friendly – this site will collapse for mobile use 
(give it a try). 
4. Will serve as a repository for the newsletters – I can 
post the latest newsletter and provide a URL for the dis-
tribution email. 

5. I’ve created a YouTube channel for MTRCS and added two recent videos.  The benefit is that anyone 
interested can subscribe to the channel and get updated when new videos are posted. 
  
Drum roll please… 
https://mtrcs.parzeval.com 

  
The membership page is working.  It will send the submissions to Don Perry.  Same as the previous site, 
once the form is completed, they will be redirected to the payment page https://mtrcs.parzeval.com/wp/
payment .  I left a spot to embed the PayPal widget on that page, just need the info for it.  I would also 
suggest we add a donation link to the site to make it easy for members to contribute when needed – as 
we did for the mower. 

  

Great Redo and Update to Our Web Page 

MTRCS.Com 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtrcs.parzeval.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfc259459f568448ac8c408daa537afae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638003955835764070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtrcs.parzeval.com%2Fwp%2Fpayment&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfc259459f568448ac8c408daa537afae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638003955835764070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmtrcs.parzeval.com%2Fwp%2Fpayment&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfc259459f568448ac8c408daa537afae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638003955835764070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi


Shopworn, by John Frehand 

So, let’s see, there are 16 models in the memory of my transmitter and when I go to the field 
to fly I can’t figure out which one to take. Being the builder, I am, that means it’s time to go 
searching through the plans pile and pick one. Only I then can’t decide which one to build. 
Should it be a pattern type? How about scale? Maybe a SAM model? Or a twin? Or a flying 
wing…it’s as bad as picking out one to fly that’s already built. 

Maybe it’s an embarrassment of riches that I’m suffering from. Back in the 60’s when I start-
ed to fly RC, I only had one airplane, because I could only afford one transmitter, one receiv-
er (single channel) and a rubber powered escapement. Also, there was no model memory on 
the transmitter, it controlled anything that was on the same frequency. And for those of us on 
a budget, that was channel 27. So, we flew one at a time. Now those receivers were also su-
per regenitive meaning that anything, and I mean anything on channel 27 would make it do 
it’s thing. 27.1 thru 27.999 and that bloody receiver would respond to the strongest signal, 
which was not my hand-held transmitter with the square Burgess 9-volt battery . 

Then, for a small additional price, somebody came up with a Super Het (I don’t know and 
probably couldn’t pronounce its real name) that only responded to those signals on a certain 
channel. Now, more than one could fly at a time provided they were on certain frequencies. 
If you wanted to fly more then one airplane, you could buy another (expensive) Super Het 
receiver to put in the new airplane. 

Only problem was that your trims were mechanically moving a pot in the transmitter and 
would stay in place only as long as the little lever wasn’t moved or jiggled. New airplane, 
retrim was the only option. It’s no wonder that most of us from back then still mechanically 
change the trim on the airplane so we can reset the transmitter trim back to zero. Old habits 
die hard. 

Remember that thing about frequencies that were close to ours or had some kind of a har-
monic? I can’t remember if it was in Seattle or Spokane, but somebody started to sell a new-
fangled labor-saving device for the average homeowner. He called it an Electric Remotely 
Controlled Garage Door Opener! And what channel did he get the FCC to let him use? Right 
smack in the middle of channel 27 and on 

a frequency that was a natural harmonic with every other frequency in the world. It took us 
forever to find out what was making that tone over the frequency checker. Oh yeah, every 
club had a receiver with a speaker that listened to the channel 27 frequencies so we wouldn’t 
be shot down. 

But it was fun and exciting to say the least. But let me say this…I LOVE having 16 models 
to choose from, more plans for airplanes to build then I will ever be able to do, and a trans-
mitter/receiver that works no matter how many garage doors are being opened. And you 
know what? My 8 channel is about the same price as that first single channel when you 
round up the price back then to today’s dollars. 

It is a fantastic embarrassment of riches we have today. 

Ok, glue should be dried on the Duelist twin I’m building now so back to the shed! 



We All Need to Help With the Swap Meet 

If you are trying to get a bolt in a 

tight place try this trick to hold it 

on the Allen wrench.  MAN sug-

gested this! 

As many of you know the Association is having their 

annual swap meet November 12 in our back yard, 

Murfreesboro. Each year clubs take turns putting this 

together and this year it is our turn.  The meet will be 

at the Armory.  We will need help in setting up the ta-

bles (88) on Friday at noon, Nov. 11.  Please help u so 

it will not take long.  We also will need help putting 

the tables up around 1:00 on Saturday.  If you want a 

table you need to act soon they are going fast.  Since 

so many tables have to be rented and delivered to the 

armory the price has gone up in recent years. Be sure 

and come and participate.  P.S. If you want a table get 

on it!  We have sold over 60! Let me know soon! 

I bought a 40 year old 

Ryobi weed eater en-

gine that had been 

converted into an air-

plane engine.  I had 

little hopes that it 

would run but after 

Don rebuilt the carb 

we were able to start 

it up and it ran beauti-

fully.  Surprised!!!! 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Nov. 7 club meeting at Smyrna Church of Christ, 6:30 

Nov. 12 Swap Meet at the Murfreesboro Armory 

Jan.  1 Chili fly-in at the field, 10:00 


